THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERPERSONS
OF THE CITY OF WATERTOWN, WILSON COUNTY, TN

December 17, 2024

The Board of Mayor and Alderpersons of the City of Watertown, Wilson County, TN met on
December 17, 2024 at 6:00 P.M. at the Watertown Community Center.

Alderpersons Present: Howell Roberts, Steve Casey, Laura Cromer, Kyle Stacey, Caleb
Barrett, April Pearson and Mayor Mike Jennings.

Mayor Jennings called the meeting to order, welcoming everyone and led with prayer.

Motion made by Howell Roberts and second by Kyle Stacey to approve November 19t
minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC BUSINESS AND COMMENTS

Emily Nix was present concerning the sewer construction company that has installed a
sewer clean out at the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and has caused problems. The
clean out has settled and sunk about 6 inches. She has discussed with the construction crew
and they advised would be fixed within 3 years. Mayor Jennings will contact Conrad
Construction to see if this can be fixed sooner, the clean out needs to be raised 6-7 inches,
level with the sidewalk. Mayor Jennings advised that the City will not sign off on project until
everything is 100% completed.

Mr. Dowd with Historic Watertown asked if there was any tile flooring left from replacing
floors at Community Center? Mayor Jennings stated would check on and if there is the
Historic Watertown can have to replace the bathroom floors at the Atwood House. Blake
Haun will check to see if any extra flooring is stored at Fire Department.

OATHS

Judge Barry Tatum was present to administer the Oath of Office to Mayor Jennings, Laura
Cromer, Steve Casey and April Pearson. The Oath of Office are attached to, and made a part
of these minutes.

Mayor Jennings stated he is honored and proud to serve with the Council for a new term.
This is an exciting time to be in Watertown, it's a good time to look forward to the future
and he wants to be part of the future of Watertown and looks forward to working with
everyone,

Mayor Jennings stated a Vice Mayor needs to be elected.

Laura Cromer nominated Steve Casey as Vice Mayor.

Howell Roberts nominated Laura Cromer as Vice Mayor.

Kyle Stacey nominated Steve Casey as Vice Mayor.

Both nominees would be honored to be elected as Vice Mayor.

Mayor Jennings closed the nominations for Vice Mayor and ask for Roll Call Vote.

Howell Roberts-Laura Caleb Barrett-Steve



Steve Casey-Laura April Pearson-Steve
Laura Cromer-Steve Mayor Jennings-Steve
Kyle Stacey-Steve

Mayor Jennings congratulated Steve Casey for being elected as Vice Mayor and thanked
Laura Cromer for doing a great job since March 2022 serving as Vice Mayor.

Mayor Jennings stated we need to open Public Hearing on the re-zoning for property located
on Newtown Road.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Kyle Stacey to open Public Hearing for
proposed rezoning for property located on Newtown Road. Motion carried unanimously.

Christopher Lawless with Wilson County Planning Commission read Public Notice for second
and final reading for application submitted by Jordan Fleming on behalf of Drew Boggs to
rezone property located on Newtown Road from R-1 (Residential) to RM-2 (Medium-High
Density District). The property contains approximately 9.70 acres.

No Comments or Questions from the Public.

Jordan Fleming reported to the Council that there was a problem with water pressure not
the water supply. They had tests done and have found a solution to satisfy and provide
water to the homes that will be built. Jordan feels like this project is a benefit and will add
value to that area, this project will be a good mixture of homes.

Steve Casey asked when would the City take ownership and responsibilities for the added
infrastructure and will there be a bond period?

Jordan Fleming stated horizontal improvements include sewer, road grading and water. They
would do everything to the standards and a performance bond would be for a one year
period when project is completed. Jordan stated after the one year period is over then bond
would be relieved or a reduction would take place, typically would be turned over when
everything is recorded.

Mayor Jennings stated they have had several meetings to discuss the water pressure &
hydrant flow issues. The proposal that has been submitted would provide 500 gallons per
minute at 20 psi. J C York, Certified Water Operator advised their proposal will work and
should be an improvement in that area.

Howell Roberts asked about the street issue with construction traffic during school zones?

Jordon Fleming stated that he did foliow up with the concerns, he went to the school zones
to look at the concerns with parking and traffic. He cannot control where people park but did
offer some suggestions to park in a more viable area. Mr. Fleming will do what they can for
the streets in the Community during the construction but cannot control the parking or
traffic. He will try his best to manage the construction and development portion and
recognize when the high volume time frames are for the school traffic.

Mayor Jennings stated he had reached out to Lebanon Housing Authority about their
residents parking on the streets. They had discussed for some parking to be behind the
apartments, LHA cannot afford to make this additional parking happen. To have additional
parking is not the developer’s responsibility, especially federal owned property.



Caleb Barrett asked if the pump station is being installed regardless of property being R-1 or
R-2?

Jordon Fleming stated what they have proposed would require new civil drawings, new
construction and new engineering. Drew Boggs has already been approved, it's more of a
pump and booster that will be installed. This will be a benefit for the Community now and
for any future developments in the surrounding area.

Mayor Jennings closed the Public Hearing.

Christopher Lawless stated this proposal did go in front of the Watertown Planning
Commission on May 28, 2024 with a positive recommendation.

Mayor Jennings recommends the proposed rezoning, it's a good proposal for needed homes
to bring people to our community.

Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve the rezoning
from R-1 to RM-2 for 9.70 acres located on Newtown Road.
Motion carries with Caleb Barrett voting No.

Mayor Jennings stated the next step will be a Site Plan.

Mayor Jennings stated we need to discuss building regulations, Christopher Lawless is
prepared to start discussion and process in January.

REPORTS
Police Report
Chief Henderlight presented police report, no questions or comments.

Fire Report
Chief Haun presented fire report with a total of 53 calls, 27 calls within the City and 26 calls
outside the City.

Blake sent Mayor Jennings his surplus list for the 1997 Suburban, the replacement has been
put in service.

Blake stated they have been working with WEMA to update their Mutual Aid Agreement.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Kyle Stacey to declare 1997 Chevy
Suburban surplus property. Motion carried unanimously.

Sewer Report
The sampler unit has been installed and is in service.

OLD BUSINESS
Mayor Jennings stated the routine pre-treatment compliance inspection (record and site
review) will be December 18,

Motion made by Laura Cromer and Kyle Stacey to approve Ordinance 2024-06 on second
reading to increase the cost of water and sewer tap fees and deposits. Motion carried
unanimously.



Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve Ordinance 2024-
07 on second reading to increase the threshold over which public advertisement and sealed
and competitive bids are required. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion made by Caleb Barrett and proper second by Steve Casey to approve Resolution in
support of Designating Highway 70 in Watertown as a Part of United States Bicycle Route 80
(USBR80). Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated we will close on December 24t and December 25 for Christmas and
December 31t and January 1%t for New Year's.

The next meeting will be January 23 at 6:00 P.M.

Mayor Jennings stated there has been a lot of good events during the Holiday Season.
Mayor Jennings wanted to thank everyone involved for their time and success with the
Christmas Parade, Events of the Square, Chamber Shopping and Church Events.

Steve Casey reminded everyone that Randy Anderson will be at the gazebo on the square
on Saturday from 1:00 to 4:00 to provide food. Mr. and Mrs. Clause will also be present for
photos. The Police Department will be present to provide toys, Chief Henderlight stated they
had a great day providing Thanksgiving meals to 84 families on Thanksgiving Day.

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Howell Roberts- No Comments

Steve Casey stated Gerald Lamberson is working on the brick repair before starting on the
roof repairs at the Old City Hall Building. The pole on the corner of the square will need to
be replaced, this pole is beginning to pull the brick away from the building.

Steve Casey stated with the growth and changes that he feels the budget will be getting
more complex and is a good idea to prepare a Budget Committee with at least two council
members.

Mayor Jennings will make appointments next month for committees.

Laura Cromer likes the idea for appointing committees.

Kyle Stacey- No Comments

Caleb Barrett-No Comments

April Pearson-No Comments

Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Steve Casey to adjourn meeting.
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Michael R. Jennings, Mayor April Lamberson, City Recorder




