THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERPERSONS
OF THE CITY OF WATERTOWN, WILSON COUNTY, TN

October 15, 2024

The Board of Mayor and Alderpersons of the City of Watertown, Wilson County, TN met on
October 15, 2024 at 6:00 P.M. at the Watertown Community Center.

Alderpersons Present: Howell Roberts, Laura Cromer, Kyle Stacey, Caleb Barrett, April
Pearson and Mayor Mike Jennings.

Alderperson Absent: Steve Casey
Mayor Jennings called the meeting to order, welcoming everyone and led with prayer.

Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Howell Roberts to approve September
17™ minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

J.C. York was present to discuss lead service line inventory, the EPA requires all utility
districts to have inventory of all the types of pipes that are in the ground. If there are any
lead or galvanized piping in the ground, it has to be removed and replaced. The water
operators have reviewed all 714 connections for types of piping in the ground at this time
on the City and customer side. J.C. stated that they have to notify customers when a
service line may have lead exposure. The EPA just now has finalized the new rulings of
requirements, one of the requirements will allow 10 years for the City to have lines replaced
(10% per year). J.C. presented the council with copy of letter that will be sent out to
customers if their line needs to be replaced along with list showing lines on the City side.
Customers will receive letters every year until they are removed from the list providing line
has been fixed.

J.C. explained the way the water system works, the system starts at the well house ,
treatment happens and then water is pumped to the water tank which gravity feeds through
the water mains to distribute water all over town. Connected to the water main are
connectors with pigtails and all the galvanized lines have lead pigtails that will need to be
replaced. The City's responsibility goes to the water meter and from the water meter to
customer’s house is the water customer responsibility. The EPA rule states the customer
would be responsible to replace at their cost if the issue is on the customer side.

J.C. stated during the Sewer Rehab Project it has been determined that most of the water
mains are cast iron and EPA advises that lead is exposed to the inside of the water pipes
and will need to replaced which will be expensive. When these pipes are found during the
sewer project they need to be replaced at that time which will be large sections.

J.C. stated when customers receive letters they can be advised that their water is not
directly exposed to lead due to the coating on the liner. The customers can run their water
before using or drinking, use filters on faucets or refrigerators to prevent lead exposure.
There is a plan to take care of this issue, it's going to take time.

Mayor Jennings stated the City will start the process of doing 10% or more per year on the
distribution side, hopefully can have completed within 5-6 years.



PUBLIC BUSINESS AND COMMENTS
Paige Hamilton from Hamilton Hardware was present to invite everyone to Ladies Night to
be held on October 24t on the square from 5:30 to 7:30.

Jennifer Pruitt representing the Saddle Club stated they have bush hogged the back field at
the Helipad to use for over flowing parking for the Open Show and Baseball Tournament to
be held October 19 to raise money for the lighting project.

Mayor Jennings stated that the City wants the Saddle Club to be a success and continue to
be able to use the Arena since the Saddle Club has been a big part of the Community for
many years.

Mayor Jennings stated there are ARP funds for future projects and would like to recommend
$5000.00 to be used for the Saddle Club lighting project.

Motion made by Caleb Barrett and proper second by Laura Cromer to approve $5000.00
from ARP funds to go toward the Saddle Club lighting project. Motion carried unanimously.

SEWER REPORT

Dale Smith stated he has been having issues with the sampler at the sewer plant. The unit
is not repairable due to the refrigeration unit being too corroded with several leaks in the
piping. Dale has received several quotes for a replacement base without controller, the
existing controller can be reused. The best quote is for $5,680.00 and Dale can install.

Motion made by Howell Roberts and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve $5,680.00 to
purchase base unit for sampler at sewer plant. Motion carried unanimously.

POLICE REPORT

Chief Henderlight presented update on Nixel that has been bought out by Everbridge, there
would be a $400.00 implementation/setup cost along with $5000.00 for the Mass
Notification Pro package (lowest package available.) This system would notify citizens with
any notifications for events & alerts within the Community that subscribe to the service.
There will be a QR code for easy sign ups, not limited on users, and can add any contacts
needed to receive the service such as fire and water department. The service is free to the
citizens, they would need to subscribe to the City’s link.

Motion made by April Pearson and proper second by Laura Cromer to approve to purchase
the Nixel (Everbridge) system for $5400.00. Motion carried unanimously.

Chief Henderlight stated the generator has been serviced and is working at the Police and
Fire Department.

Chief Henderlight stated drone has been received in the amount of $12,500.00 instead of
the $15,000.00 that was approved at last meeting. He would like to use the additional
money for employees to be trained and licensed to use, cost is $160.00 per employee.

Motion made by Kyle Stacey and proper second by Howell Roberts to transfer the remaining
$2500.00 to pay for licensing & training fees to operate the drone. Motion carried
unanimously.

Chief Henderlight would like to have additional parking at the Police Department, he has
received several quotes but would like a few more quotes for a 20 x 80 pad. They have



installed a Do Not Enter Sign on the first entrance for safety reasons. Chief Henderlight will
bring back proposals for pad at next meeting.

Chief Henderlight stated Coffee with a Cop will be held October 23™ from 8:30 A.M. to
10:30 A.M. at the Depot Junction and Trunk or Treat will be October 315t at the City Hall
parking lot with special event planned for the children.

Chief Blake Haun presented fire report with total of 41 calls, 18 calls within the city and 23
calls outside the city.

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Jennings stated the preliminary engineering report has been approved for the water
tank project and are currently finalizing the WTP portion of the project for submitting to
Environment and Conservation. Steve Jones anticipates making the final submission next
month and start bidding project at the beginning of the year.

Mayor Jennings stated he has received from Steve Jones the requested information on
Newtown Road for Water and Sewer Availability. This was requested for the potentially 60
homes to be developed on New Town Road. The water availability is present but would
require to have installation of a pumping station, and sewer has capacity. This all will need
to be discussed with the developers since would be at their cost.

Mayor Jennings stated Serv Line is ready to send out brochures explaining the leak
insurance for water leaks. The $4.00 charge will be added to the customer water bill for
coverage, if customer would like to opt out there will be a contact number on brochure to
call.

Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve moving forward
on the insurance coverage for water leaks. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated street paving will not begin until all major projects are completed.

Mayor Jennings stated the Federal Government is expected to make a decision this month
for the CRISI Grant that has been applied for.

Mayor Jennings stated he has received update on the Sewer Rehab Project from Brian
Conrad and Steve Jones. The project is 100% complete on lining the mains, 25% complete
on lining the services, and 70% on the cleanout installations for the service lining.
Cverything is ahead of schedule except the portion for the gravity sewer. The Sewer Project
work on Commerce Avenue did have an issue with the water line that is located in the
middle of the street. This issue requires the water line be relocated and Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation has to give approval for water line to be
relocated.

Mayor Jennings stated we are still waiting on easement that is needed for the Sewer Rehab
Project, the Hall Family is still requesting an additional $8,000.00. The counter offer for
$1000.00 was rejected.

Laura Cromer asked the Mayor if the Council has already gave him the authority to pursue
legal actions? Laura feels like this should be the next step. This property is in a flood zone
and there is no other use for land to the Hall family.



Mayor Jennings stated this process will take years to be finalized and the easement is
needed to proceed on the Sewer Project. There would be attorney, legal & court fees to
pursue legal actions over a difference of $7,000.00.

Howell Roberts stated he doesn’t like the idea but does not see any other option without
costing more money to the City.

Motion made by Caleb Barrett and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve paying
$8,000.00 to the Hall Family for sewer easement located on the north side of East Main
Street that is required for sewer project to continue.

Motion carries 5-1-1. Laura Cromer voting No and Steve Casey Absent.

Mayor Jennings stated budget report will be showing tax revenues soon.

Mayor Jennings stated a letter from the Comptroller’s Office was received stating certain
forms need to be submitted for the water and sewer fund on the budget. The revenues are
sufficient to fund the budget but the forms are a requirement from the State. Jessica
Mooneyham will complete the forms that are needed to comply with the Comptroller’s
Office.

NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Jennings stated he will appoint members to a Park Board at the next meeting.

Bob Lee, City Judge has submitted his resignation. Bob has been the City Judge for over 30
years and has done a great job serving the Community. Bob has requested to have his
replacement by November and would like to address the Council at the November meeting.

Mayor Jennings stated the Planning Office wanted to present the Council with an Action Plan
and Progress Report that is a requirement by FEMA to maintain eligibility for the flood
insurance program. Mayor Jennings has signed and returned document, this does not
require any action from the Council.

Mayor Jennings stated he had receive an email requesting possibility of traffic light on
Highway 70, we have made several requests in the past but would like to support
requesting traffic light be installed again.

Motion made by Howell Roberts and proper second by Kyle Stacey to request traffic light on
Highway 70. Motion made unanimously.

The next meeting will be November 19t at 6:00 P.M.
Early Voting starts October 16% thru October 315,

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Howell Roberts stated the construction people installing the clean outs for the sewer project
are making a mess. There are some on Main Street that are 6-8 inches deep and haven't
been filled back in and the clean outs are not level with the ground.

Mayor Jennings stated the construction crew will go back and take care of this before the
project is complete. The retainage will not be released until everything that is supposed to
be taken care is 100% completed.



Laura Cromer stated after election she would like for a Park Board and Budget Committee to
be appointed.

Kyle Stacey stated he would like to give more thoughts on the old City Hall Building, Mayor
Jennings stated this winter will be a good time to work on cleaning out the building.

Caleb Barrett-No Comments
April Pearson asked is there anything else that is used besides chlorine and an anti-
corrosive in the water? J.C. York stated they use chlorine as a disinfectant and

orthophosphate, there is no filtration,

Laura Cromer thanked everyone for supporting the Watertown High School Homecoming
Parade, especially Chief Henderlight and the Police Department.

Motion made by Caleb Barrett and proper second by Kyle Stacey to adjourn meeting. Motion
carried unanimously.
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