THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERPERSONS
OF THE CITY OF WATERTOWN, WILSON COUNTY, TN

July 30, 2024

The Board of Mayor and Alderpersons of the City of Watertown, Wilson County, TN met on
July 30, 2024 at 6:00 P.M. at the Watertown Community Center.

Alderpersons Present: Howell Roberts, Steve Casey, Laura Cromer, Kyle Stacey, Caleb
Barrett, April Pearson and Mayor Mike Jennings.

Mayor Jennings called the meeting to order and led with prayer.

Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Caleb Barrett to approve 6-27-24
minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC BUSINESS AND COMMENTS

Brandy Thomas, Chamber President was present asking permission to close the internal
Square area on August 31%t from 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. for the Bluegrass Festival. There will
be 10 bands performing, 5-6 vendors and several food trucks. The main roads will remain
open including Main Street, Depot Street and Elm Avenue.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Howell Roberts to approve the closure of
the interior section of the square on August 315t from 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. for the
Bluegrass Festival. Motion carried unanimously.

Tim Dowd stated Historic Watertown has received a tourism grant that was applied for
repairs at the Atwood House, they are going to start getting the bathroom floors repaired.

REPORTS
Fire Report

Tom Bell presented fire report with total of 43 calls, 18 calls within the city and 25 calls
outside the city.

Tom stated the Fire Department has 4 new recruits that have graduated, now the
department has 24 members.

Police Report
The police report had been emailed to council for review, there were no questions.

Steve Casey stated Chief Henderlight has discussed hosting Ice Cream with a Cop on August
18" at the Park, all the items will be donated by local businesses.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve the Police
Department to host Ice Cream with a Cop on August 18% beginning at noon.
Motion carried unanimously.

SEWER REPORT
The sewer report had been emailed to council for review, there were no questions.

Mayor Jennings stated the Sewer Rehab Project is well underway, have had few issues with
the sewer backing up in some residents bathrooms. The contractors were notified and are
taking care of the issues.



Mayor Jennings stated Brandon Sokol Jr. passed away a year ago that had Watertown
connections, Jessica Williams, his mother has asked permission to use the park on August
24t from 7:00 P.M.to 9:00 P.M. for Celebration of Life to honor his memory. They would not
need to use any lights, they will use torches or candles. Brandon was 18 years when he
passed away and has given the ultimate gift of life to others by being an organ and tissue
donot.

Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Howell Roberts to allow Jessica
Williams to use the park on August 24" from 7:00 to 9:00 for Celebration of Life.
Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated he has signed agreement with Ziptility Mapping Software, went in
effect after July 1st,

Mayor Jennings stated he is reviewing the year-end budget report.

Steve Casey stated contracts have been drafted and signed on the sale of land in the
Industrial Park, earnest money collected, and now waiting for the survey to be completed
for a closing date to be set.

Mayor Jennings stated more information is still needed for the request for US Bicycle Route
80. A presentation is going to be provided by next meeting and representative will be
available for calls and questions.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Jennings stated a retirement reception was held July 27t for Pam Wiggins, he
prepared a Proclamation designating July 27, 2004 as “Pam Wiggins Day” in the City of
Watertown. Miss Pam has been the branch manager for the last 14 years at the Watertown
Library. Mayor Jennings stated Miss Pam was a treasure in this Community as the
Proclamation states that she made it fun to go to Library, she will be missed by everyone
especially the kids.

Motion made by Caleb Barrett and proper second by Steve Casey to approve Proclamation
in honor of Miss Pam Wiggins. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated a Day of Prayer has always been the Sunday before a new school
year starts, this year July 28™ was designated as “A Day of Prayer for Our Schools” in
Wilson County.

Motion made by Kyle Stacey and proper second by Caleb Barrett to approve Proclamation
designating Sunday, July 28, 2024 as a “ Day of Prayer for Our Schools” in Wilson County.
Motion carried unanimously.

PROPOSED REZONING

Christopher Lawless with the Wilson County Planning Office was present, a Public Notice was
advertised for application submitted by Jordan Fleming with permission from property owner
Drew Boggs to have property rezoned from (R-1) residential to (RM-2) Medium/High-
Density District, property is located on New Town Road and contains approximately 9.70
acres. (Wilson County Tax Map 127D Group C Parcel 14.00)



Christopher stated the application has been on file with the Planning Office and signs posted
on the proposed property, had one call for informational purposes. The Watertown Planning
Commission met on May 28™ and is presented to the City Council with a positive
recommendation with a 5-0 vote.

Christopher presented a concept plan for review, the notice that was published is for
existing survey (11 lots) which has already been recorded for the property. A RM-2 would
allow more family units, townhomes or apartments. The concept plan is what Fleming
Associates have submitted but the vote is not on the concept plan, the vote is for the
rezoning.

Mayor Jennings stated that he remembered when the property was approved for 11 lots, he
asked Christopher if the property remains R-1 how many units could be built?

Christopher stated if the property remains R-1 it could have 42 units, this property does
have a significant drain that runs thru the property. If the rezoning changes to (RM-2) an
increase of 10 units could be built or could allow 116 units of townhomes or apartments.
The City of Watertown has a maximum of 4 units per structure. The concept plan consists of
mixture of single family and townhomes. (64 units) R-1 zoning doesn’t allow townhomes.

Caleb Barrett questioned if homes would be built over the drain? Christopher stated that no
structures could be built within 30 feet on both sides of the drain. Property lines can be put
across the drain area, setbacks would have to be accounted for.

Laura Cromer asked is there a zone between the R-1 and RM-2 zonings. Christopher stated
R-1is single family district and R-2 is exactly the same as RM-2 except it allows mobile
homes. RM-2 is the same exact as R-2 with the exception of a 4 unit max per building and
omits single wides and mobile homes.

Laura Cromer stated she knows there is already an issue with buses driving Grand Avenue
Annex and Newtown Road with the streets being so narrow. Laura stated there are both
positives and negatives to consider for the rezoning.

Howell Roberts stated he has traffic and safety concerns.

Drew Boggs stated he had purchased the property from Jerry Stroud and Bobby Smith that
had been preliminary approved for a 26 lot subdivision. Drew stated that he hasn't changed
much from their original plans, the plans were never fully approved when property went on
the market. Drew has left the subdivision plans the same with the road frontage lots and 2
larger lots with cul de sacs.

Drew reached out to Jordan Fleming with Fleming Homes for assistance on what the best
option is to develop the property. Drew knows there is already an issue with cars being
parked on the streets in front of the Housing Authority, since they have no driveways.

Drew believes in the location and wants to make the project work for the community,
neighbors and everyone that is involved.

Steve Casey asked if anyone has made contact with the Housing Authority concerning
changing the parking, Mayor Jennings has discussed with the director. This is a federal
government project and federal governments do not move very quickly on decisions.

Steve stated he thinks this issue should be addressed before the proposed project can move
forward.



Jordan Fleming stated an option could be the road frontage could be dedicated for a turning
lane or some type of road improvement, a traffic impact survey could be done to help with
the flow of traffic. The proposed layout is for a blend of single family homes and
townhomes. There have been new townhomes recently built 425 feet from the proposed
location. Jordan stated he thinks the project brings value and positive impact to Watertown.

Mayor Jennings suggested to defer making a vote to have more discussion on options to
make it easier to have the development and find solution to make more amenable for the
people who live in the area. The two big challenges for our community are money and
growth.

Zack Boles who resides on Grand Avenue Annex has concerns on water pressure, blasting
and traffic.

John Jewell, Chairman of Planning stated this project is a good development and approves
the continuation to look at project since was recommended by Planning Commission. John
stated he has never seen a plan be 100% perfect, all come with issues that can be resolved.

Chris Ferrari owner of Hamilton Hardware stated he certainly is interested in the new
construction which would be beneficial to their business, hopefully a solution can be found
to solve the parking on the streets so project can proceed.

Motion made by Kyle Stacey and proper second by April Pearson to approve on first reading
the rezoning of property located on New Town Road from R-1 (residential) to RM-2
((Medium /High Density). Motion carries 5-2.

Mayor Jennings stated Public Hearing and vote on second reading will be held next month.

Mayor Jennings stated April Pearson has been nominated to serve on the Wilson County
Library Board for a 3 year term.

Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second to appoint April Pearson to serve a 3 year
term on the Wilson County Library Board. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated Ryan Rich is the new library branch manager for the Watertown
Library.

Mayor Jennings received proposal from Steven Smartt to continue his consulting services for
$5000.00.

Motion made by Howell Roberts and proper second by Steve Casey to approve Steven
Smartt’s proposal. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated he received bid from Rye Engineering for $165,000.00 for leak
detection for the entire water distribution system and monitoring station, this will help with
water loss and will satisfy order from Tennessee Department of Utility Board.

Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve bid from Rye
Engineering for $165,000.00. Motion carried unanimously.

The next meeting will be August 20t for first reading on budget and tentatively August 27
for Public Hearing and second reading on budget.



COUNCIL MEMBERS
Howell Roberts- No Comments

Steve Casey- No Comments
Laura Cromer asked if a budget committee could be set up for the future.

Laura asked if impact fees could be charged in the future especially with all the growth
coming to Watertown.

Laura stated need to look at the sport funds to see if fees need to be charged.

Kyle Stacy asked about the IRA plan, Mayor Jennings stated that is going to be part of the
budget.

Caleb Barrett- No Comments
April Pearson wants to look into Nixle, a messaging system used to alert citizens of events
such as work in town, leaks, police, weather, etc. This would be free to the citizens and

citizens can sign up for the notifications they are interested in.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Laura Cromer to adjourn meeting.
Motion carried unanimously.
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