THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERPERSONS
OF THE CITY OF WATERTOWN, WILSON COUNTY, TN

September 19, 2023

The Board of Mayor and Alderpersons of the City of Watertown, Wilson County, TN met in regular
session on September 19, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. at the Watertown Community Center.

Alderpersons Present: April Pearson, Caleb Barrett, Kyle Stacey, Laura Cromer, Steve Casey, Howell
Roberts and Mayor Mike Jennings.

Mayor Jennings called the meeting to order with welcoming everyone and led with prayer.

Motion made by Caleb Barrett and proper second by Howell Roberts to approve the August 15, 2023
minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC BUSINESS AND COMMENTS
Mayor Jennings asked if anyone wanted to speak or make any comments.

Tim Dowd was present representing Historic Watertown. Mr. Dowd stated they still have one light that
is disconnected on the old candy store which is on their building. The rest of lights are all working now,
the new lights that were installed in front of the Hardware Store and the corner of Visionary Design are
brighter lights.

Mr. Dowd stated that either the Historic Watertown or the City will need to discuss the poles at some
point, they don’t have photo eyes which cause the lights to burn 24/7 and makes the bulbs burn out
quicker.

Mayor Jennings stated that Caleb Barrett and Howell Roberts need to leave early tonight for family
matters.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Jennings stated we have access to $1,000,000.00 from the Federal Government to use for street
paving. He had received a quote from Collier Engineering to provide a Data Collection and Pavement
Management Plan for $2356.00. Collier Engineering proposed to conduct a data collection and condition
assessment for 10 miles of city streets in Watertown. The condition assessment will utilize industry
standard practices to assign condition ratings and provide a maintenance/repair based on repair cost
estimate and available funding. This would be completed within 6 months.

Motion made by Howell Roberts and proper second by Steve Casey to approve the proposal from Collier
Engineering for $2356.00. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated that a meeting is set for Friday morning with Steve Jones to start the bidding

process for the sewer project. He will have a proposal and updates at the October meeting or before if
needed.

Mayor Jennings stated the Budget Amendment Ordinance needs to be approved on second reading.



Motion made by Kyle Stacey and proper second by Laura Cromer to approve on second reading the
Budget Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 by reflecting revenues received but not included in the
original budget and make additional appropriations and line item transfers in the 2022-2023 Budget.
Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated the Urban Growth Boundary has not been approved by everyone yet. The City of
Lebanon voted 5-1 to not approve, not sure what the next steps will be.

Mayor Jennings stated we have a bid for the City Hall buzzer which came in high for $2250.00, we will
look at other options.

Mayor Jennings stated he had received a request from Jennifer Folsom to use the Farmer’s Market
Pavilion on March 16, 2024 from 10:00 A.M to 4:00 P.M. as the 2024 Tennessee Environmental Council
Tree Day pickup location.

Motion made by Caleb Barrett and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve Jennifer Folsom to use the
pavilion on March 16, 2024, Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Mike Jennings stated the Criminal Trespass Ordinance needs to be approved on second reading.

Motion made by Kyle Stacey and proper second by Laura Cromer to approve on second reading to Adopt
by Reference Tennessee Code Annotated 39-14-405 Criminal Trespass Ordinance. Class C misdemeanors
can be enforced as municipal violations. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated the Public Hearing was now open for the Bass, Bass and Turner annexation.

PUBLIC HEARING

Christopher Lawless with Wilson County Planning Office was present to read Public Notice.

Public Notice was published stating Public Hearing would be held September 19, 2023 to hear on first
reading application made by Brian Keith representing property owned by Brandon Bass, Blake Bass and
Jason Turner. They are asking for the 3.18 acres to be annexed in the City Limits of Watertown for R-1
(Residential Low Density).

Sue Simpson was present concerning the traffic issues this proposal will cause with the extra traffic and
the added school bus stops will be in a dangerous area, also there will be water drainage issues and
property damage from blasting.

Carol Kennedy was present and understands the desire of growth. Carol would like to see control on
what is being built on this property and if development can be done without causing damages to the
surrounding property owners. The infrastructure cannot handle apartments being built in this area and
would like for the Council to consider what type of housing that will be built. This proposal being
presented has no plans other than the annexation, if the Council could verify the intent from the
developers before approving.

Sandy Hooper was present with blasting concerns, she is still having issues with property damage from
the storage buildings being built. If this is approved the proposed building will be in her backyard and
will cause traffic and safety concerns.



Robert Beard was present representing Dowell Chapel Church, the church received damages from
blasting when the storage buildings were built. Other concerns to be considered are safety, crime and
noise factors.

Earl Kennedy stated that this proposal has caused a lot of emotions in the community. Linwood Road is a
narrow road and to add more traffic will cause more safety issues. If additional multiple housing units
are built this will cause water pressure issues and could bring crime to the community. At the present
time the Linwood Community is a safe place to live and with this proposal could threaten this safe
environment.

Dodie Judkins lives next door to the proposed development, she has safety concerns with the blasting.
Her property was damaged during the blasting when the storage buildings were built, other concerns
are traffic and crime factors.

Mayor Jennings closed the Public Hearing and asked for the recommendations from the Planning Office.

Christopher Lawless stated that the request is for annexation of property that will come in as R-1. The
original request was to be rezoned to RM2, which has now been dropped. The only thing to be
considered tonight would be the annexation that would automatically be the standard R-1 Zoning. This
proposal has a negative recommendation from the Planning Commission with a 3-2 vote against the
annexation. If annexed in the city limits the zoning would allow for 13 residential single family homes.

Mr. Bass stated that they have insurance to cover any damages and pictures are taken of surrounding
house before they start a project. They are not sure at this time what is going to be built, are just asking
to be annexed.

Brain Keith with K & A Surveying is helping the applicants with the process of annexation. They are not
asking for any number of buildings or infrastructure, all the issues the residents have are legit if the
applicants were at that stage yet. The only thing the applicants are asking at this time is to be annexed,
the annexation would give them an opportunity to decide on what type of development at a later date.
The Council would have the right to review, approve or deny any development of this property. If this
property is annexed, this will give the property owners options and then bring back to council for
approval before proceeding.

After further discussion a motion was made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Howell Roberts to
not approve the Linwood Road annexation on first reading. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings asked Caleb Barrett if he had anything to bring to the Council, Caleb did not have
anything to discuss.

Mayor Jennings asked Howell Roberts if he had anything to discuss. Howell stated he had tried to get in
touch with the police department few weeks ago and was unable to reach anyone. Chief Laney advised
when the phone rings at the police department and officers are on calls that the phones roll over to
Wilson County so officers can be dispatched by the Sherriff’s Department. If there is an emergency, call
911 where officers also can be dispatched by the 911 dispatchers.

POLICE REPORT
Chief Laney presented the police report with a total of 230 calls for the month of August.



SEWER REPORT
Dale Smith had asked to be excused from meeting and had submitted the monthly report by email.
There were no questions or comments concerning sewer report.

FIRE REPORT
Nathan Honeycutt presented the fire report with a total of 42 calls for the month of August, 21 calls
inside the City and 21 calls within the County.

Nathan reported Engine 21 is back from repair and back in service.
Fish Fry Day is October 7" which is also the Mile Long Yard Sale.

OLD BUSINESS
Mayor Jennings stated the Zumba Classes have started, they have waivers signed and are complying

with everything the council had requested. Mayor Jennings stated everything seems to be going well,
we will continue to monitor.

Mayor Jennings stated the budget report looks normal for this time of the year.

Mayor Jennings stated he will present a revised fireworks ordinance at the October meeting.

Mayor Jennings asked the Council their thoughts on the use of the park for benefits. It is not fair to use
city property to be used for raising money. How can the use of the city park be defined? When the park

is used for ball tournaments the charge is already being enforced for the use of lights which is $100.00
per field.

Mayor Jennings asked the Council to bring back their suggestions and thoughts for discussion at the next
meeting.

The Yard Sale will be October 7t.

The Fish Fry will be October 7.

The next council meeting will be held on October 17t.

COUNCIL MEMBERS
April Pearson-none

Kyle Stacey-none

Laura Cromer-none

Steve Casey asked if the 40% increase on the Police Department’s overtime was due to staffing issues.
Assistant Chief Henderlight stated the overtime was due to the staffing changes, that POST requires 120
hours of training. The overtime hours worked thru the THSO grant will be reimbursed from the State.
Mayor Jennings stated a request had been received by a parent wanting to use the community room to

feed the High School Seniors the night of October 25™, wanted to use since the players started out
playing sports with the Community Leagues and could play basketball after eating.



Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Steve Casey to approve the use of community
center on October 25", Motion carried unanimously.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Kyle Stacey to adjourn meeting. Motion carried
unanimously.
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