THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERPERSONS
OF THE CITY OF WATERTOWN, WILSON COUNTY, TN

August 15, 2023

The Board of Mayor and Alderpersons of the City of Watertown, Wilson County, TN met in regular
session on August 15, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. at the Watertown Community Center.

Alderpersons Present: Howell Roberts, Steve Casey, Laura Cromer, Kyle Stacey, Caleb Barrett and
Mayor Mike Jennings.

One Vacancy
Mayor Jennings called the meeting to order with welcoming everyone and led with prayer.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Howell Roberts to approve the July 18, 2023
minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC BUSINESS COMMENTS

Mayor Jennings asked if anyone wanted to speak or make any comments. No one from public had any
comments.

Mayor Jennings stated that Christopher Lawless had advised him that the Bass-Bass and Turner property
on Linwood Road that was scheduled for tonight has been deferred until the September meeting. There
will be no Public Hearing or action taken on the annexation or rezoning tonight.

FIRE REPORT
Blake Haun presented the fire report with a total of 54 calls in July with 26 calls inside the city and 28
calls in the County, due to the new protocols the numbers evened out.

Blake stated the International truck that is in the shop for repair should be ready soon, waiting for one
more part to come in.

Blake stated they have been working on painting and servicing the fire hydrants. They will get with Bob
Morgan to make sure the testing is done correctly to prevent any damages.

Blake stated the EMR class has started and will add 6 additional licensed medical personnel to the
department.

SEWER REPORT
Dale Smith stated the blower will be installed this week and still waiting on the pump manufacturer to
complete the pumps for the pump station rehab.

Mayor Jennings stated we now have the last sewer easements needed to start the sewer project. Our
next step is to start the bidding process. Mayor Jennings would like to thank the Lickliter family who
owns the property on the south side of east main and the Hall family who owns the property on the
north side for working with the City and making this happen. This is an important project for our
community and Mayor Jennings appreciates their help.



POLICE REPORT
Chief Laney presented the police report with a total of 209 calls for the month of July.

Chief Laney stated that the vehicles will be going to the shop this week for the decals to be installed.

Mayor Jennings stated that the city has the right to hear any criminal trespass cases (Class C
misdemeanors) in city court if the city adopts new ordinance, at this time all cases go to General
Sessions Court.

Motion made by Kyle Stacey and proper second by Laura Cromer to adopt on first reading the criminal
trespass ordinance. Tennessee Code Annotated 39-14-405 is added as the new Title 11, Chapter 7,
Section 11-704 of the Municipal Code of Watertown. Motion carried unanimously.

Assistant Chief Henderlight stated the council would need to vote to completely remove the pit bull
ordinance. Assistant Chief Henderlight has changed some of the wording on the new proposed vicious
dog ordinance and needs to include a section to be consistent with the State lease law. He thinks
aggressive needs to be added, not all dogs would be considered vicious. Any dog that shows being
aggressive toward any Emergency Personnel, City Employees, children or any other person should be
included. Assistant Chief Henderlight will send an updated ordinance to council before next meeting for
second reading.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Howell Roberts to approve removing the pit bull
ordinance on first reading. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion made by Kyle Stacey and proper second by Laura Cromer to approve the Vicious Dog Ordinance
with the changes on first reading. Motion carried unanimously.

Assistant Chief Henderlight stated they have all the equipment, lights and cameras installed in the
vehicles.

Assistant Chief Henderlight stated the police department was awarded the VCIF (Violent Crime
Intervention Fund) grant for $76,530.00. The final notification has been received on what the grant can
be used for, he will discuss more on the details at next meeting. The grant money will be spent with one
vendor and the city would be reimbursed within 15-30 days.

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Jennings stated the Urban Growth Boundary Committee has met, the final revisions have been
made. Some of the surrounding cities needed to have some revisions made and they have been
completed at this time. The Urban Growth Committee for the County has recommended the final map,
now the four governments need to approve the final document. Christopher Lawless was present with
the map for the council to review.

Motion by Howell Roberts and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve the Urban Growth Boundary
Map. Motion carried unanimously.



NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Jennings presented the City’s current Fireworks Ordinance, he had a citizen ask if the ordinance
could be changed or do away with allowing fireworks in the city limits.

Mayor Jennings stated the current ordinance allows fireworks inside the city limits from July 1% thru July
7" and December 17" thru January 7', otherwise fireworks are prohibited.

Laura Cromer suggested having a time frame for shooting fireworks. Steve Casey suggested not shooting
fireworks after 11:00 P.M. or midnight and nothing before 6:00 A.M. Mayor Jennings suggested 10:00
P.M. on week nights and 11:00 P.M. on weekends or holidays. Kyle Stacey suggested New Year’s would
be an exception. Mayor Jennings will draft an updated ordinance and bring back to the Council in
September.

Mayor Jennings stated he had a request from Sarah Davenport for Zumba classes to be held at the
Community Center. The classes were being held at the library and they have stopped any groups
meeting after hours. The classes would be three times a week for an hour, but would change if
conflicted with any meetings.

Motion made by Laura Cromer and proper second by Steve Casey to allow Sarah Davenport to use the
Community Center room for Zumba Classes for a 3 month trial and not conflict with any scheduled
meetings, court or traffic school. Sarah would need to provide a waiver, for anyone getting hurt and
paying for any damages that occur to be signed by each individual taking classes. If any chairs or tables
are moved, put back before leaving and do not move any of the tables or equipment that is used for
council meetings. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated the budget report shows the expenditures exceeds the revenues which is not
unusual for the month of July since the property tax revenues don’t start until October.

Mayor Jennings stated he recommends to amend Budget Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 by
reflecting revenues received but not included in the original budget and make additional appropriations

and line item transfers in the 2022-2023 Budget.

Motion made by Howell Roberts and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve the Budget and Line Item
Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2022-2023. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, he has prepared a
Proclamation.

Mayor Jennings stated next meeting will be September 19th at 6:00 P.M.

Mayor Jennings stated Blue Grass Festival will be September 2™,

The 9-11 ceremony will be September 11" at noon.

Mayor Jennings stated the Council needs to elect a new council member. Steve Casey nominated to

elect April Pearson to serve on the city council. Laura recommends April Pearson who would be a good
addition and her heart is for Watertown.



Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Laura Cromer to elect April Pearson to serve on the
city council. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings administered oath to April Pearson.

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Howell Roberts-none

Steve Casey asked the status of ordinances that need to be placed on the MTAS website.
Mayor Jennings stated he hasn’t completed the review and approval yet.

Laura Cromer-none

Kyle Stacey asked if Bob Morgan could get a shower installed at the city shop to use when they work in
the sewer so they can wash off.

Motion made by Kyle Stacey and proper second by Howell Roberts to have a shower installed at the city
shop for the city workers. Motion carried unaninoulsly.

Caleb Barrett-none

April Pearson-none

Howell Roberts stated he wanted to remember Mr. Don Simpson who recently passed away.
Mayor Jennings stated that he was a very active part of this community and county government for

many years and will definitely be missed.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Laura Cromer to adjourn meeting.
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