THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERPERSONS
OF THE CITY OF WATERTOWN, WILSON COUNTY, TN

July 18, 2023

The Board of Mayor and Alderpersons of the City of Watertown, Wilson County, TN met in regular
session on July 18, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. at the Watertown Community Center.

Alderpersons Present: Caleb Barrett, Kyle Stacey, Steve Casey, Howell Roberts and Mayor Mike Jennings.
Alderpersons Absent: Laura Cromer

One Vacancy
Mayor Jennings called the meeting to order with welcoming everyone and led with prayer.

Motion made by Caleb Barrett and proper second by Howell Roberts to approve the June 15, 2023
minutes with one correction. Motion made unanimously.

Motion made by Howell Roberts and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve the June 29, 2023
minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings stated a new State Law passed on July 1 will require meetings to be held a little
differently than in the past. This new law requires during the public comment period, you will need to

sign in on a sign-up sheet and will have limited time period to speak and can only speak on items that
are germane to the agenda.

Mayor Jennings read the PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: Please state your name and address. Your
topic must be specific in nature and should be addressed to the Chair. The Chair, or the Council, reserves
the right to terminate remarks at any time that a speaker fails to adhere to the guidelines or that the
speaker’s comments become abusive to an individual City Council Member, the Board as a whole, the
Mayor or any employee of the City of Watertown. The Council, or the Mayor, shall have no obligation to
respond. At the conclusion of your remarks, the Mayor, and any City Councilman, shall have the

privilege to ask questions or respond.

Your remarks will be limited to 3 minutes with the City Recorder, or her designee, keeping the time.

Mayor Jennings stated there are two zoning matters that will be discussed later in the meeting and
asked if anyone had public comments on any other matters, the public comments for zoning will be at a
different portion of meeting. Mayor Jennings closed the public comment section since there were no
public comments to be heard.

Mayor Jennings stated there have been some things going on in this community that have been said and
he is going to address by being straightforward. Mayor Jennings stated there is a lot of misinformation
coming from three disgruntled former employees, they have taken this misinformation to Facebook and
talk radio. The former employees are Eric Austin, Donna Gray and Lee Lasater, none of the three are
even residents of this city and two don’t even live in this county.



Mayor Jennings stated what started this was last year when the city council voted to approve retention
bonuses to be given to employees on December 15" and June 30™, to receive the retention bonuses the
employees still had to be employed on those dates. Eric Austin and Donna Gray submitted their
resignation to leave the police department to be effective June 30" so they could make sure they
received their bonus. Mayor Jennings moved Eric Austin’s date to end on May 31 due to several
incidents that are not acceptable in this community.

Mayor Jennings wanted to address things that had been posted on Facebook, the first was that he had
absconded money from the sewer project. Mayor Jennings stated that he has not absconded any money
and this has been talked about on Facebook and talk radio that he is a criminal and that is not true. The

city hasn’t even received any money for the sewer project yet and when received it will be thru a grant
foan.

The second comment was stated on social media that the city employees finished concreting his
driveway. Bond Construction did the concrete job on his driveway. They were present at meeting and
can confirm that.

The third comment posted was that Mayor Jennings had instructed city employees to dump raw sewage
into our water supply. Mayor Jennings stated he lives here, drinks, cooks and bathes in the water and
there is nothing wrong with our water supply. The water system is operated by four certified water
operators, they do a water quality report every year to the State and the most recent report was 2022.
Mayor Jennings stated copies of the report are available tonight for you to take one. The City of
Watertown gets their water by the two well houses on Sparta Pike that pumps every gallon of water we
use then the water is pumped to the water plant and is treated and then pumped up the hill to the
storage tank.

On the sewer system we are seeking a grant to rehab the sewer which will take care of the problems we
are having with our sewer system. One of the issues we have is the main sewer runs down the middie of
Round Lick Creek, it’s actually buried under the creek and when it has a split or ruptures the inflow of
creek water gets in. The grant money will be used to cut the line and the line moved onto the creek
bank. We have runoff problems when it rains especially when we have heavy rainfall in short periods of
time, the sewer system surcharges when this happens. When the city has heavy rainfall you will see
water coming thru the manhole covers especially on Richland Avenue since this is the lowest street in
the city. Mayor Jennings has not told anyone to raise the lids on the manhole covers.

Mayor Jennings stated that Eric Austin worked for the police department from June 9, 2021 to May 31,
2023 until he was terminated. An investigation began and still continues. During the investigation it was
found out that Mr. Austin left the Millington Police Department when he was terminated December 16,
2019 and Millington sought his decertification being charged with 15 different counts, four were
obedience to orders, three were neglect of duties and received a three day suspension for truthfulness.

Mayor Jennings stated that he doesn’t know for sure if he was decertified or not but he no longer works
for Millington or Watertown, the fact that if he could have been or was in the process of being
decertified may answer why while he worked here he only had three court cases.

Mayor Jennings stated he had several complaints on Mr. Austin, the first was parents of an underage
daughter who was seeing an older man, the parents went to check on their daughter at a public piece of



property in town and instead of him helping with the situation he told the parent to get off the property
or be arrested. Can you imagine telling a father that he can’t check on his daughter?

The second situation was an employee in the street/water department had vandalized some property.
Mayor Jennings had scheduled for the employee to meet with him on Tuesday after Memorial Day but
instead Mr. Austin took it upon himself to terminate the employee on Friday after he went in Subway at
5:00 A.M. to bully him about the incident.

Mayor Jennings stated that Donna Gray is the former employee that spoke at the last meeting. Mayor
Jennings stated that he had two regrets from last meeting, one was that he allowed Donna to talk too
long unnecessarily about Chief Laney. Mayor Jennings called Chief Laney the next morning to apologize
for allowing this to happen. The second regret was signing a check for Donna’s retention bonus.

Donna talked about an incident where Chief Laney didn’t handle a call properly and the video shows
something differently than the story Donna told. Donna attacked Chief Laney and the details did not
happen as Donna described at last meeting. The incident Donna spoke about she didn’t call for any
backup or for any kind of help, it's all on video on what happened on the traffic stop. The video is
available tonight to view.

Donna was involved in an incident on February 10, 2022 when she had reported being shot at on a
traffic stop when she pulled a car over across from Hunters Memorial Park. Donna claimed someone
took a shot at her. Donna claimed to have dropped behind the door to keep from being hit, there was
no evidence of shots being fired and she didn’t return fire. After the video was reviewed Donna’s patrol
car never moved from Daniel’s Market at the time she claimed being shot at. Criminal charges can be
filed and Mayor Jennings will see what can be done to have Donna charged for filing a false report.

Donna was involved in an incident on January 30, 2023 when she reported being assaulted, she claimed
that she had pulled off on a narrow road in the Industrial Park when someone pushed her down from
behind but she didn’t see anyone. There was a workers comp claimed filed from being injured. Normally
when an officer is in trouble they call for assistance from other officers but instead a volunteer fire
department member showed up at 1:45 A.M., not the police.

After Donna was no longer employed at the police department, someone went to Mayor Jennings very
upset about his girlfriend being involved in an accident, when he tried to pick up a report for insurance
purposes he found out a report was never done and no one in the police department knew anything
about the accident. Chief Laney and Assistant Chief Henderlight were able to piece enough information
together to get a report completed.

Donna Gray complained at last meeting about her public records request being delayed, the records
were ready for pickup on July 3, 2023 as promised and Donna did not pick up until the late afternoon of
July 7, 2023. The request wasn’t delayed, Mayor Jennings wanted to make sure we weren’t giving out
any confidential information on the officers that she had made the request on.

Lee Lasater has been all over town talking, on FB and talk radio. Mayor Jennings terminated Lee from
the Volunteer Fire Department. Lee also was a former employee that worked for the water/street
department. Lee left one day still on the clock to go with Alexandria Fire Department to fight fires in
Gatlinburg. After investigation Lee had told Randy Gwaltney that he had been deployed to go fight the
fires in Gatlinburg and received permission from Chief Blake Haun, but Lee was still on the clock working



for the City of Watertown. Mayor Jennings was advised that Lee was asked by Alexandria Fire
Department, he didn’t request permission from his supervisor or from Mayor Jennings to leave his
employment. When Lee returned Mayor Jennings called him to the office and told him this could not
happen and would not happen anymore.

After this incident Mayor Jennings was in the city hall building and saw Lee outside mowing the
basketball court, not the grass and every time he turned around Lee would try and pop a wheelie on the
mower and continue to do. Mayor Jennings asked Bob Morgan to bring Lee to the office and was ready
to fire him but after thinking that he would need a job somewhere else, the Mayor offered him an
opportunity to be fired or resign and Lee resigned.

Mayor Jennings gave Lee every opportunity and chance now look at what he’s doing to the city.

Mayor Jennings allowed Lee to remain a member on the Fire Department after he resigned but received
reports of him bullying several people. There was one individual going thru training and Lee prepared a
false document and this man was terminated for his mama taking his picture on a fire truck in Lebanon.

Lee had been living at the fire department free of charge for weeks and months and using fire
department vehicles for personal uses such as getting massages, tanning and getting food. Mayor
Jennings put a stop to this when he found out this information.

Also there was a complaint from a man that Lee had tried to run over him in the Subway parking lot
while driving a city vehicle. This incident was investigated and the man decided not to prosecute.
Hopefully this man can rethink that decision.

After Donna Gray was present at the June 29, 2023 meeting making comments about Chief Laney and
Mayor Jennings Lee decided to talk on FB and talk radio. Mayor Jennings contacted Chief Haun for Lee
Lasater to be terminated from the fire department permanently and to no longer be at the fire
department for any reason.

“Miscommunication” is not acceptable to Mayor Jennings, there is still an ongoing investigation on
these three individuals. Mayor Jennings stated if anyone has any doubts or questions on what’s going on
contact him, all this misinformation is coming from three disgruntled individuals that have an ax to grind
with him and this community. Mayor Jennings doesn’t appreciate the attack on the community, he has
lived here 68 years and this is his home and cares for the community. Mayor Jennings will defend this
city and himself no matter what physically, mentally, emotionally and legally if he has to. Mayor
Jennings took an oath to take care of the people of Watertown and that is what he’s going to continue
to do.

Mayor Jennings stated we have received our final numbers on the budget ending June 30" and for the
first time in history the city had a budget over two million dollars and this was done without any
increases on water/sewer rates or property taxes. The local sales tax this year was the biggest we have
ever received. All three (General, Parks & Recreation and Water/Sewer) funds we operate finished in the
black this year.

POLICE
Chief Laney presented the police report.



Steve Casey asked about the dangerous dog ordinance, Chief Laney stated that a dog ordinance has
been on the books for long time and the vicious dogs are the ones that need to be looked at. Steve
suggested to have Assistant Chief Henderlight to recommend new ordinance that defines the current
ordinance better with more flexibility and bring to council next meeting for first reading.

Howell Roberts wants to see the new cars to be marked and be able to be identified. Chief Laney stated
will cost $1000.00 per car to decal.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Kyle Stacey to approve to spend up to $3200.00 to
decal and label the new police vehicles ASAP. Motion carried unanimously.

Steve has received several complaints from citizens why we have unmarked police cars.

Chief Laney stated that the cars need some type of spotlights, this would be good for the officers to
have on the cars. Chief stated at night they can start using a cruise feature the new cars have that allow
the front lights to glow blue that lets people know they are being checked on.

Howell Roberts asked if the police reports can have the gas mileage for the cars to be added to the
monthly reports.

Chief Laney stated that he has the video from the body cam on the traffic stop that Donna Gray had
brought complaints against him to the last meeting and it is nothing like she described. Chief Laney
welcomed anyone that wants to view the video to stay after the meeting.

FIRE REPORT
Blake Haun and Joe Decker was not present at meeting but had prepared a fire report.
The fire department had a total of 45 calls.

SEWER REPORT

Dale Smith stated he had no new information to report. Steve Casey asked what the status was on the
blower to be installed at sewer plant. Dale stated that he has not received the blower or pump station
pump at this time, he will check on any updates and report back to council.

NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Jennings stated that with the new law it requires us to post an agenda 48 hours in advance of

meeting, for future meetings let us know if anything needs to be added to meeting agenda for
consideration.

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Jennings stated that the Fourth of July Parade and Fireworks along with the Jazz Festival was all a
great success. The Jazz Festival was the biggest and best ever, moving locations may have helped.
Thanks to everyone that made both events happen and to be successful.

Mayor Jennings stated that he has not heard back from the Hall family concerning the last easement
needed for sewer project, since we have had no response the next step is proceed with condemnation.

Mayor Jennings stated we have received our State water grant for $699907.33 to be used to upgrade
water system, The city’s matching funds will be 25%.



Mayor Jennings presented a Day of Prayer Resolution that we have done since 1999 that designates
Sunday, July 30,72023 as a day of prayer for our schools in Wilson County. Motion made by Howell
Roberts and proper second by Steve Casey to pass the Day of Prayer Resolution. Motion carried
unanimously.

Mayor Mike Jennings presented a Resolution designating the week of July 23, 2023 as
“We Love Our Teachers Week”. Motion made by Caleb Barrett and proper second by Kyle Stacey to pass
resolution. Motion carried unanimously.

Christopher Lawless was present from the Planning Office to discuss two properties for zoning purposes.
There was a Public Notice published June 28t stating Public Hearing would be held on July 18%"
concerning application made by Brian Keith representing property located on Linwood Road that
consists of 3.18 acres. This proposal was denied at Planning Commission meeting on June 13 with a
negative recommendation for city council. Brandon Bass, Blake Bass and Jason Turner appealed on June
16" to request the annexation and rezoning be brought to the city council. The request is to re-zone to
R-1 residential low density and be zoned in the city limits of Watertown. This is presented to council for
first reading.

Mayor Jennings stated Pubic Hearing is now open for the Bass, Bass, and Turner appeal.

Sue Simpson was present who lives at 7268 Sparta Pike, her concerns were destruction from the
dynamiting to clear all the rocks would cause property damages and safety concerns with traffic
especially with school bus traffic coming from Linwood Road.

Robert Beard was present who lives at 600 Linwood Road with concerns about Dowell Chapel Church
located at 107 Linwood Road which is located across the road from proposed development. The traffic is
already bad enough and especially with the church location on top of the hill. The main concern is the
blasting since the church received damages when the storage buildings were built, the proposed
property is also solid rock. Also another concern is a noise and safety factor with that many units being
built.

Virginia Huddleston was present who lives at 979 Linwood Road with concerns about this property being
developed. Virginia has lived on Linwood Road her whole life and the community on Linwood Road
means a lot to her and surrounding neighbors. If the council is not familiar with this land go view before
making a decision. If approved it will devastate the church and whole community. Virginia does not want
to see this happen and asked council to think about before making final vote.

Mrs. Judkins was present who lives at 180 Linwood Road with concerns of the traffic and asked who will
be responsible for all the damages that will occur from the dynamite blasting since this property is solid
rock. They had so much damage to their property and vehicles from the storage buildings and they had

to do all the repairs at their cost.

Mayor Jennings presented four questions submitted to him by email.

Mayor Jennings called the Public Comment section closed on the Linwood property proposal.

Christopher stated the request from planning was for annexation and rezoning, the appeal was that the
city council would have the option to honor both requests or just one depending on what the thoughts



are from council. Their original intent if annexed in the city limits at the standard R1 zoning would allow
13 single-family units. The RM2 proposal would allow 17 single family units with a maximum total of 33
units and would be set up as a townhome or apartment complex style.

Caleb Barrett stated based on what the council has heard from the citizens he would make a motion to
vote to deny the annexation on the Linwood Road property with proper second by Howell Roberts. The
reasons for denial for annexation are for traffic and safety reasons.

Motion to deny has 3 votes and motion to approve has 2 votes. Neither is a majority.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Kyle Stacey to annex the property under the R1
default zone. Motion to annex on first reading has 2 votes for annexation and 3 votes to vote no for
annexation.

Neither is a majority.

Christopher Lawless stated if the annexation is denied there would be no action taken on the rezoning.
Brian Keith with K & A Surveying was present representing the property owners, he wanted to make a
few comments to make sure the council understands the proposal. No matter where property is
developed there will always be issues. They are not talking about what is going to be developed on piece
of property now, this is to just give them an opportunity to come up with something they can develop
on the piece of property. The City will still have an opportunity to turn down the next step so there’s no
reason to turn down at this time, they would respectfully request to be able to go to second reading on

the issues.

Motion made by Steve Casey and proper second by Kyle Stacey to defer the annexation and rezoning for
first reading to next meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings called Public Hearing for the rezoning on the Bond property.

Christopher Lawless stated the property located at 7411 Sparta Pike is back for consideration for second
reading for the rezoning from R1 (residential) to RM2 (medium to high density residential).

Mayor Jennings asked for any Public Comments on the request from Lee Bond to rezone property.

Sue Simpson stated she has the same objection as the Linwood property. The traffic safety, blasting
causing property damage and the water run off all are going to be issues.

Mayor Jennings closed the Public Hearing on the Bond property rezoning.

Motion made by Kyle Stacey and proper second by Steve Casey to approve the rezoning for property
located at 7411 Sparta Pike from R-1 to RM2 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings asked for a 5 minute break.
Mayor Jennings called the meeting back to order.

The next council meeting will be August 15% at 6:00 P.M.



COUNCIL MEMBERS
Caleb Barrett-None

Kyle Stacey-None

Steve Casey asked if there were any updates with Tom Brashears with changing building inspections.
Mayor Jennings hasn’t had time to follow up with Tom but will try to get an update.

Steve Casey had emailed council members a proposed food truck ordinance since we have a growing
amount of food trucks in town now. The proposed ordinance would allow the city to be able to charge
vendor permit fees and subject to health inspections. Also, do the food trucks have bathroom
accessibility for the workers? Steve would like to bring back ordinance for review and consideration at
next meeting for first reading.

Howell Roberts asked for the police department to check the sign at the end of Pearl Street and Highway
70, the sign is causing issues with not being able to see to pull out on the highway.

Motion made by Howell Roberts and proper second by Steve Casey to adjourn meeting. Motion carried
unanimously.
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