APRIL 8™ 2025 WATERTOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING

There are no official minutes for April, as we held a special Chamber presentation,
where the public was invited, with a special speaker - Mayor Randall Hutto giving
the "State of the County" address.

https://www.youtube.com/live/7w1TJUbjxU8?si=jjYINuDXPDKL7kdA

Also, Chris Ferrari (Hamilton Hardware of Watertown) gave an update on the train
museum and talked about why it is coming and what it is going to be. Details to
follow at a later date.

We would like to thank both of our speakers.

It was obvious by the turnout that people are interested in the business of
Watertown. The question is ... was the high turnout mainly due to the Mayor or
possibly, as well, due to the time (as it was in the evening).

| have had several business owners inform me that evening meetings are better
for them to be able to attend. President Brian Wilson announced that the
Chamber is considering having evening meetings, possibly once per quarter. As for
those business owners that can’t make the noon meeting, we will still be
providing the Chamber minutes via email.

MILE LONG YARD SALE

The Mile Long Yard Sale will be happening this weekend, and mostly tomorrow,
Saturday the 12th. The Watertown Police Department has stated that there
should be NO VEHICLES parking on Main Street between 2:30-5 pm in order for
the school buses to be able to run safely and on time.

Even though the Square will not officially be shut down until 7 am (according to
the City), the Chamber asks that people avoid parking there after midnight tonight
(Friday, 11th) in order to safely allow vendors to set up early in the morning
(Saturday).

Vendors/Exhibitors must check in at the LOCAL COLLECTIVE on the Square
between 5:30-7:00 a.m. on Saturday morning for booth assignment, unless


https://www.youtube.com/live/7w1TJUbjxU8?si=jjY1NuDXPDKL7kdA

already assigned your location. Your vehicle must be unloaded and all set up by
7:00 a.m. so plan ahead.

EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA

The Chamber Easter event will be Saturday, April 19 at 2pm at the Three Forks
Community Park. We would like to thank : Watertown Chamber of Commerce,
Round Lick Baptist Church, Waters Edge, The Adopted Farmhouse Social Co,
Artizan Insurance and Gifts, Dainty Darlin, Three Forks Marketplace, The Event
Room, The Local Collective, Modern Revival, Memory Layne Antiques and Gifts,
Sarah's Skincare on the Square, Faiza's Variety Goods, The Depot Junction Cafe,
Sun Graphics, Josh Brown at Watertown Farm Bureau, Watertown Drugs,
Watertown Flowers and The Watertown Express for sponsoring the event.

If you still have candy or pre-filled eggs that you haven't handed in, they can be
dropped off at The Local Collective through next Friday, the 18th. If you are
planning to help at the event, please be at Three Forks Parks on Saturday the 19th
between 1-1:30 pm. Because of the timing of the event, we will not be serving
lunch, but there will be complimentary cookies and drinks.

SPRING FLING LATE NIGHT SHOPPING ON THE SQUARE

Modern Revival will be hosting a Spring Fling late night shopping on April 24th
from 5:30-7:30 pm. We would like to thank Aimee and Shannon at Modern Revival
for taking the initiative for planning these events. These events fits a need for
consumers who are unable to get out and shop during regular hours and this also
helps our restaurants, as people stop by to eat. Also, our local paper, The
Watertown Express makes videos advertising this event, so PLEASE LET THEM
KNOW if your store is staying open to be included in the events, so they can
include you in the video.

UPCOMING TRAINS IN MAY
* 5/3 Murder Mystery Train

* 5/10 Wine Excursion Train



* 5/17 Train Robbery - ATTENTION: If ANYONE knows information, or has any
suggestions, please bring this up in the May meeting - the key issues are: 1) The
removal and putaway of train robbery props to be done so in a respectful, orderly
way in order that nothing is damaged in our store area on our square. 2) The set
up and timing of the "shootout" itself. Last year, they set up on a Friday afternoon
taking up parking spaces and also making it crowded in the area at the same time
as the town was having a parade. 3) Since the bank, the flowershop, and the
pharmacy all close at noon during this time and this is where they usually hold the
shootout, this area should be closed JUST for the duration of the shootout
(approx. 30 minutes) allowing for the safety of the actors and the spectators.
Traffic could still go around the square. 4) If an approximate time for the shootout
could be given (for example, between 1 and 2 pm?) This would allow train
passengers and visitors more time to spend shopping or eating. This is a treasured
town event which brings a lot of people to Watertown. A few simple adjustments
could make this run smoothly and safely for all involved, and we would not have
the same issues every time. An organization should take charge of this considering
the possibility of someone being killed or injured and thus creating a potential
lawsuit.

We have no trains in June.

THE MILLIGAN BIKE RIDE WILL NOT BE IN WATERTOWN THIS YEAR.

Sarah Goble - Watertown Chamber Secretary



